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from stain, would put off the rite of
Baptism until Death's hand was upon
them, so that they might benefit by
the sacramental grace, and pass through
Death's portal pure and clean, full of
spiritual energy. Against that abuse some
of the great Fathers of the Church
struggled, and struggled effectively. There
is a quaint story told by one of them, I
think by S. Athanasius, who was a man
of caustic wit, not averse to the use of
humour in the attempt to make his hearers
understand at times the folly or perversity
of their behaviour. He told his congre-
gation that he had had a vision, and had
gone up to the gateway of heaven, where
S. Peter stood as Warder. No pleased
smile had he for the visitant, but a frown
of stern displeasure. "Athanasius," said
he, " why are you continually sending me
these empty bags, carefully sealed up,,
with nothing inside?" It was one of the
piercing sayings we meet with in Christian
antiquity, when these things were real to
Christian men, and not mere forms, as
they too often are to-day.

The custom of Infant Baptism gradually